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- expected to interest itself in providing necessary safe- (

guards against the abuse of this form-of insurance. What 
measures may be best adapted to this end remains to 

be considered. We are of opinion that the present method, 
by which the insuring party receives a certain sum in the 
- event of a child’s death, is not the best possible. On the 1

other hand, every useful purpose would be served by an 
-engagement which would guarantee the payment of all 

’.bon&acirc;-fide expense incurred for burial up to a certain money 
value. The parent could thus reap no advantage from the
death of a child, while, on the other hand, the only
legitimate object of insurance would be fully provided for. 

THE RELATIVE WHOLESOMENESS OF POTABLE

SPIRITS.

IT is generally admitted that age not only gives an agree-
able or palatable character to potable spirits, such as genuine i

brandy or whisky, but also renders them more wholesome. r

The chemistry of these spirits, however, does not simplify (
-with age ; indeed, as a rule, it becomes more complex. 
Therefore, it can hardly be assumed that because a given r

’spirit is chemically purer than another it is more wholesome. I
If the degree of wholesomeness of a spirit depends upon its t

simplicity of composition obviously the most wholesome s
,would be chemically pure alcohol, and grain spirit t

approaches much more nearly to the composition of i

chemically pure alcohol than does malt whisky, rum, or
genuine brandy. Chemically speaking, starch, or what

is nearly the same thing, grain, transformed by a

h&yacute;drolytic agent such as sulphuric acid into sugar,
instead of by the agency of an enzyme or ferment, yields 6
a much purer alcohol than does barley that has been 

l
malted and converted into sugar by the diastasic process. I
:Still less pure, chemically speaking, is the spirit derived
from the very complex fluid wine, and yet who will

.assert that genuine old brandy is less wholesome 
1

than whisky ? In short, the alcohol obtained from grain 
‘

by a rapid chemical process is much purer than that
obtained from barley malt or the grape by what may be l
called a slow natural process. After all, the natural

process is a chemical one, but the distinction, however, 
remains that whereas in grain spirit the alcohol is the 

product of the fermentation of an artificially prepared
- sugar which is very pure, malt whisky and brandy owe
their existence to more or less naturally derived sugar which
as associated with other things. These sugar-associates
-contribute the characteristic flavour to the spirit. We may
thus account for the differences between brandy, rum, and
whisky, and malt whisky and grain spirit. Pure grain alcohol
,is without flavour and by itself unpalatable, and therefore
for drinking purposes it must be flavoured by blending with
it genuine old whisky or brandy. This means, in other

words, that the bulk of old whisky or brandy is

’considerably increased by adding grain spirit to it.
It is an act of dilution much as is the addition of
water to milk. It is the old story of substitution, but we
maintain that when malt whisky or brandy is demanded

it should be supplied, apart altogether from the question
whether grain spirit is more-wholesome than malt or grape
spirit. The physiological action of potable spirit though
largely, of course is not entirely, that of alcohol. A care-

fully conducted chemical analysis distinguishes one spirit
from another to some extent by revealing variations in the
amounts, or it may be the absence of secondary consti-
tuents or what the French chemists call " impuret6s."
tIt is reasonable to suppose that if there are chemical
differences there must be physiological differences also and
- experience shows that such is the case. Moreover, analysis
.also indicates differences existing between the ,composition

of raw and matured spirits, but in this case the differ-

ence of physiological action is much more marked

than chemistry is able at present to explain. What is

needed in order to throw light upon the question is a

series of physiological or personal experiments in which

the effects of absolutely pure ethyl alcohol could be

observed and compared with those obtained with all

classes of potable spirit. So far, however, experience is in
favour of matured spirits being made from materials such
as grape, malt, and sugar, which are resolved slowly into
alcohol by the aid of natural agencies and without resort to
chemical operations, the only justification for which is to

expedite the prccess and thus to cheapen the product.

IMPUDENT QUACKS AND THE NAME OF
THE LANCET.

IN THE LANCET of Sept. 20th, 1902, p. 829, we exposed an
improper attempt made in New Zealand to appropriate the
name of THE LANCET in respect of a so-called influenza cure.
Our solicitors in due course communicated with the offending
drug company who, in a very ungracious manner, have

replied saying that they have destroyed all the labels and
printed matter to which we took exception. Later we had
to complain of the use of the name of THE LANCET by
a firm of druggists at Bombay. This firm on a communica-
tion being made to them promptly destroyed the labels in
respect of which complaint was made and signed an adequate
apology. 

-

HUMAN RUMINANTS.

AUTHENTICATED cases of rumination in the human subject
are of sufficient rarity to be interesting and worthy of note.
Dr. L. R. Muiler of Erlangen, in the Munchener Medicinische
Wochenschrift of August 5th, 1902, records three cases occur-
ring in one family in the persons of a father and his two sons
with a necropsy in the case of the former. In this case the

act first began at the age of six years and persisted till the
death of the patient in his fiftieth 3 ear. He had always
been a rapid feeder, swallowing his food incompletely
masticated, while about 15 to 20 minutes after the end

of the meal the act of rumination commenced and lasted

for from half an hour to one hour. The food substances

were returned to the mouth at intervals of from three to four

minutes, were masticated and re-swallowed ; they possessed
their natural taste, and only during and after this process
did the patient derive any sense of enjoyment from his

food. If the act were voluntarily prevented a disagreeable
sensation in the stqmach supervened. No other gastric
symptoms occurred till about six months before the death
of the patient, when pain with persistent vomiting
and rapid cachexia led to a diagnosis of malignant
disease of the stomach. This was confirmed at the

necropsy when an "hour-glass" condition of the stomach
was found, the septum being the site of the cancerous

growth, and the oesophagus and cardiac orifice of the
stomach were dilated to such a degree as to admit three

fingers. From the appearances presented by the stomach
Dr. Muiler concluded that the hour-glass condition was
not the result of the growth. Two sons of the patient, the
younger of whom was 22 years old, had also regurgitated
and re-masticated their food, although the father was not
aware of this. Another case is recorded by Dr. Ferrannini
in the Riforma Medica of Oct. 11th, 1902, in a young
man of neuropathic tendencies in whom both solids and

liquids returned ; as in the former case the regurgitated
materials had their natural taste ; they were alkaline in

reaction. The motor, digestive, and absorbent properties of
the stomach were otherwise natural. Cases of rumination or

1 THE LANCET, Dec. 13th, 1902, p. 1653.


